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QUALITY: T H E  FIRST PRIORITY 
THE "DEPARTAMENT D'AGRICULTURA, RAMADERIA I 
PESCA" IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE "MARCA DE QUALITAT 
ALIMENTARIA", WHICH IT AWARDS ONLY TO FOOD 
PRODUCTS OF OUTSTANDING QUALITY IN THEIR FIELD. 
J O R D l  P E l X  D I R E C T O R  G E N E R A L  O F  F O O D  P R O D U C T I O N  A N D  I N D U S T R I E S  
O n the last ten years, the Catalan food industry has eamed recog- nized prestige in Spain, thanks 
to a determined effort to improve the 
production processes which have raised 
quality to a level comparable with that 
of the EEC. 
Catalonia is a country with a highly spe- 
cialized agriculture and a growing food 
industry which has exceeded the pro- 
ductive sector in its creation of added 
value. The Catalan food industry 
amounts to almost 25 % of the potential 
food industry of the state, concentrating 
a large proportion in the second trans- 
formation phase and forming a chain 
which links the different stages that go 
from production to consumption. 
The population of Catalonia, her tourist 
industry and the area of direct com- 
mercial influence form the most impor- 
tant nucleus of demand in the Mediter- 
ranean area, corresponding to the po- 
tential consumption of a population of 
ten million inhabitants. 
The situation in Catalonia, with the 
motorway which joins the whole of the 
Mediterranean coast to the rest of 
Europe, and the route which, via the 
Ebro valley, links us to Spain's most 
industnalized area, marks us as a food 
producing and marketing country. Our 
services to the population of the north 
of the Peninsula, taking advantage of 
the best port installations in the coun- 
try, have always responded to the de- 
mand for a finished product of the 
highest quality. 
Al1 this has led to the adoption of poli- 
cies which have distinguished our food 
industry for its quality. This is one of 
the demands made by the market. Once 
the consumer has satisfied his basic 
needs, and depending on his purchasing 
power, he aims for greater satisfaction 
by choosing whatever comes closest to 
his personal tastes or whatever is most 
attractively presented to him. The large 
food companies are well aware of this, 
and advertise their products with striking 
images or catchy or aggressive slogans. 
In their pursuit of added value, Catalo- 
nia's quality products also have a dis- 
tinguishing mark, the "Marca de Quali- 
tat Alimentaria", which the "Departa- 
ment d'Agricultura Ramaderia i Pesca" 
awards only to food products of out- 
standing quality in their field. 
All food products showing the Mark of 
Quality are subject to regulations which 
specify their characteristics and the 
controls imposed on them by an inde- 
pendent, extemal body. 
In this way, the "Marca de Qualitat Ali- 
mentaria" becomes the protective 
shield of a series of food products 
which, rigidly complying with the re- 
quirements they have themselves adopt- 
ed, mutually promote one another. The 
"Marca de Qualitat Alimentaria" is our 
production's mark of distinction, a gua- 
rantee which should inspire immediate 
confidence in the buyer and which pro- 
vides the companies it covers with an 
advertising potential similar to that of 
the large food companies. 
The traditional food products of Cata- 
lonia once more form part of a nation's 
spirit, and represent a cultural aspect 
which deserves to be developed. Catalo- 
nia's cuisine once more forms part of 
her heritage. Man has evolved in ac- 
cordance with his food, which has made 
him as he is and shaped his way of life. 
The wealth and diversity of our food, 
the use of olive oil and nuts, our wines, 
the fruit and vegetables and the high 
level of fish consumption make up what 
is known as the Mediterranean Diet. 
This diet has recently been singled out 
as one of the elements which make for a 
greater life expectancy. 
Quality and tradition, diet and gastro- 
nomy are factors which Catalonia con- 
tributes to the construction of the new 
Europe. The next Olympic Games, in 
1992, provide us with the opportunity 
to put these products at everybody's 
disposal, in the conviction that this will 
add to our visitors' enjoyment. 
